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Welcome and Course Description            INITIAL HERE  ________ 
Welcome to the Carter Middle School Band Program!  You are now in the Eighth Grade Concert Band.  This band is 
responsible for numerous school performances, sport performances, and concerts throughout the school year.  
Participation in Eighth Grade Concert Band prepares students for participation in the Carter High School Band 
Program, which is one of our main goals.  This document will outline expectations and requirements to be a member 
of the Eighth Grade Concert Band.  Should you have any questions, please contact Mr. McCurry via e-mail or 
telephone.  This is going to be a great year!!   
 
 A.  Course Description 

Students in the Eighth Grade Concert Band will work on performing both in small and large 
ensembles.  Emphasis will be put on the performance techniques and performance of high quality 
band literature.  Students should be prepared to play and rehearse daily with numerous 
performances.  Throughout the year, the Eighth Grade Concert Band members may work and 
perform with the Carter High School Band as well as attending the ETSBOA Concert Band Festival in 
the Spring.  A Spring Festival trip usually takes place in April at the director’s discretion.  By the end 
of eighth grade, students should be fully prepared to succeed in the High School Band Program. 

 
 B. Course Materials 
  Students are expected to have the following materials in class daily: 
   1.  3-ring binder used ONLY for Band – NOT A FOLDER, A BINDER 
   2.  Pencil with eraser 
   3.  Instrument 
   4.  Band Instruction Book / Assigned Materials 
   5.  All needed supplies for Instruments  

    (students will be given a list according to their instrument.) 
 
 
Expectations and Rules              INITIAL HERE  ________ 
 A. Band Guidelines 

1.  Eighth Grade Concert Band Students must have a working instrument and all needed                                
     supplies by THURSDAY, AUGUST 16. 

  2.  You must have an instrument at ALL rehearsals.  Failure to do so will negatively affect  
your grade according to the Grading Policy.  The only exception is for repairs, in which       
case, a note from the repair shop is required.  Director will verify status of instrument  
with the repair shop. 

  3.  You must have all other necessary materials at every rehearsal.  (PENCIL, accessories,  
     PENCIL, method books, PENCIL, music, and a PENCIL!!)  Failure to do so will negatively   
     affect your grade.   

  4.  Band is a year-long commitment.  Students should plan on participating in all events  
     from the first day to the last. Students having trouble or feeling as if they are not successful  
     should speak to a director.   

  5.  Band is not an extra-curricular activity.  It is part of the regular school day and does not  
     interfere with other middle school classes or programs.  Do not ask to leave class – the  
     answer is no.  Be sure and inform you teachers that if you miss band, you will get a zero (0) for   
     your daily grade. 

 
 
 B. Try-out and Chair Placement 
  Chair placement within each section occurs one (1) time per semester.  After that,  

challenges will be held at the director’s discretion to allow those students who have  
progressed the opportunity to advance within their section. 

   Challenge Procedure – 
    1.  One Challenge is allowed per day 
    2.  You may only challenge the person one chair in front of you. 
    3.  The challenger must provide music selection 24 hours in advance. 
    4.  The director has the final say – NO QUESTIONS ASKED!! 
 
 C. Classroom Rules 
  1.  NO FOOD, DRINKS, OR GUM in the band room.  Water is OK. 
  2.  DO NOT play your instrument or talk while a director is instructing. 
  3.  ABSOLUTELY NO horseplay in the band room – NO WARNING. 
  4.  KEEP YOUR HANDS AND FEET TO YOURSELF.  Unwanted physical contact is not tolerated. 
  5.  Play only YOUR instrument.  Do not touch an instrument that does not belong to you,  

     neither another students instrument or a school owned instrument.  THERE WILL BE NO      
     WARNING FOR THIS!! 
6.  Follow all instructions the first time.   

  
 
 D. Daily Band Room Procedure – READ THIS SECTION VERY CAREFULLY!! 
  1.  Come into the band room orderly.  The band room is not the gym!  There are many  

     expensive instruments that you don’t want to have to buy! 
  2.  Put your instrument together and promptly sit in your seat.  You will be given time to  

     do this before class begins.  Do not waste time – if you do, extra time will be removed.   
     Maintenance needs and supply purchases need to be taken care of BEFORE class begins. 
3.  When class starts, remain quiet and attentive to the director.  Instruction for daily       
     activities will be given at the beginning of every class. 

  4.  When class is over, you will be given time to put your instrument away and talk.  The  
     DIRECTOR will dismiss the class at the appropriate time. 

 
  

My Class Begins at: 

:   
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E. Bathroom Policy – It’s simple…. 
  Do not ask to go to the bathroom or to the water fountain during rehearsal.  This should be  

taken care of before class begins.  Of course …. emergencies do arise. 
 
Grading Policy 
 Classroom Participation & Preparedness (20%) 
 Tests & Quizzes (30%) 
 Performances (50%) *** All Performances are Mandatory – See Performance Absence Policy 
 
 Deductions from Daily Grades (5pts)……………….No Instrument (-5);  No Music (-3); Behavior (-2)* 

*A second behavior warning will result in removal from the daily activities.  An assignment will be 
given.  A third behavior issue will result in an office referral.  Behavior should NEVER be a problem 
with band students. 

 
Grades are sent home every NINE weeks.  Mid-term reports are given out every 4.5 weeks.  Ask your student 
for grade reports.  Any student requiring extra-credit opportunities should speak with Mr. McCurry. 
 
If you feel, at any time, that you have questions or concerts about your child’s participation and/or progress 
in band, feel free to contact any of the directors in the band office.  There are few problems that we 
haven’t seen.  If you would like to schedule a conference, we would be glad to speak with you.  Please call 
for an appointment. 

 
PARENTS AND STUDENTS MUST REALIZE THAT BAND OPERATES MUCH DIFFERENTLY THAN ANY OTHER ACADEMIC 
CLASS.  BAND IS A HANDS-ON, GROUP ORIENTED, PERFORMANCE-BASED CLASS.  STUDENTS LEARN BY PLAYING 
THEIR INSTRUMENTS.  ANYTHING THAT INTERRUPTS OUR REHEARSAL IS CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINARY ACTION.  EVEN 
THE SLIGHTEST DISRUPTION WILL AFFECT THE LEARNING AND THE LEVEL OF EXCELLENCE REQUIRED OF ALL 
BAND STUDENTS.  EVERY BAND STUDENT MUST ASSUME PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEIR OWN ACTIONS. 
 
ABSENCES FROM A PERFORMANCE 

An absence from a performance is not excused for any reason other than those approved by the Knox County 
Board of Education.  Any excused absences can be made up with a written assignment.  An unexcused 
absence CANNOT be made up.  We can’t redo the concert – we only get one chance for our best. 

 
KNOX COUNTY POLICY DEFINES AN EXCUSED ABSENCE AS: 

   A)  DEATH IN THE IMMEDIATE FAMILY 
   B)  ILLNESS REQUIRING PROFESSIONAL CARE (DOCTOR’S NOTE REQUIRED) 
 
 
Financial Responsibilities        INITIAL HERE  ________ 
 A. Band Fee— $10.00 

School Band Fee – Pays for music, instructional materials, and needed supplies.  Due the first week 
of school. Please make checks payable to CARTER MIDDLE SCHOOL. 

 
 B. Fund-Raising 

In order to ensure the success of the band program, we must do periodic fund-raisers.  This money 
pays for instruments, music stands, performance venue fees, and anything else that costs in band.  
We get NO help from anywhere else, so please help out with fund-raisers.  We only do 2 per year.   

 
 C.  Trips and/or special activities — as determined per activity 

Trips and special activity costs are the responsibility of the students and their families.  Fund-raising 
activities are normally scheduled to help defer trip and special activity costs. Information about 
trips and special events will be given well in advance so students and families can plan accordingly. 

 
 
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ 
2007 TENTATIVE CONCERT SCHEDULE – Any Item that is TBA will be announced as soon as the date is set. 
 
FALL SEMESTER 2007      SPRING SEMESTER 2008   
10/12  CMS Invades CHS – Football   TBA Festival Preview Concert 
11/9 or 12 Veterans Day Concert (in-school)  TBA ETSBOA Concert Band Festival 
12/17  CMS Holiday Concert    4/24 Spring Concert 
        4/25-26 Spring Festival Trip to Carowinds 
Concert information will be sent home 2 weeks prior to a performance. 
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ 
 
PLEASE IN IT IAL  (PARENT AND STUDEN T) IN  THE APPROPRIATE BLANKS  IN  THE ABOVE CON TRACT AN D S IGN BELOW. 
 
I have read and agree to abide by the 2007-08 Eighth Grade Band Contract.  I have read and understand 
my (my student’s) responsibility to the band program and understand how absences affect not only my 
(my child’s) band grade, but also the other students’ ability to perform efficiently.  As a member of the 
Carter Middle School Eighth Grade Concert Band, I agree to be at all rehearsals and performances barring 
any emergency and that any conflicts will be discussed with a band director in a timely manner as outline 
by this performance contract.  
 
Parent Signature ____________________________________________________ Date __________________ 
 
Student Signature ___________________________________________________ Date __________________ 


